
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
 
Date:  March 24, 2013 
 
Sermon Title: “Palm Sunday – Eden Remix” 
  
Series Title: Come and Dine – The Long Journey Home 
 
Text:  Matthew 21:1-17 
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1 

“COME & DINE” – The Long Journey Home – LENT/EASTER 2013 
 

Date:  March 24, 2013 
Title:  “Palm Sunday – Eden Remix” 
Text:  Matthew 21:1-17 
Theme: God is relentless in His pursuit of fulfilling His promise for the joy of His people. 
 
Introduction:  
Everyone who has ever been to a football game or a political rally or a rock concert knows that 
there is a peculiar feeling you get from being in a large group of excited people.  It’s intense.  
Crowds take on characteristics of unity almost as if every person is just part of one big 
organism.  They can do the wave or clap in unison (as they do at concerts in Eastern Europe).  
Big crowds make police nervous.  Things can happen; they can get out of control.  Peaceful 
demonstrations can quickly become violent if the right spark occurs. 
 
As we connect the larger Story of God to the various pieces within the Story it would appear 
we are reading the text through rose colored glasses, yet there is but one Story and at the center 
of it is Jesus Christ and the world’s relationship to Him.   The Bible tells us everything is from 
Him, sustained by Him, and for Him.  This is part of that Story.  On the eve of final fulfillment 
God again reminds us of His overarching Story.  He pulls us back to the Garden of Eden and 
desires of us to remember why the cross looms on the dark horizon of a coming storm. 
 
Déjà vu, from French, literally “already seen,” is the phenomenon of having the strong 
sensation that an event or experience currently being experienced had been experienced in the 
past. The larger Story of the Bible is retold time and again.  What we are about to encounter on 
Palm Sunday is Eden revisited. 
 
God creates a Garden for Him to dwell in whereby His people would meet with Him and 
enjoy Him forever.  He enters into His Garden and finds it fouled by the very ones He created 
for His glory and their good.  He casts them out of the Garden and does what is necessary to 
reverse the curse and bring His people back into His presence. 
 
Palm Sunday, or what is often referred to as His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, is Eden 
Remixed.   
 
God creates a Temple for Him to dwell in whereby His people would meet with Him and 
enjoy Him forever.  He enters into His Temple and finds it fouled by the very ones He created 
for His glory and their good.  He casts them out of the Temple and does what is necessary to 
reverse the curse and bring His people back into His presence.  Matthew 21 revisits the Garden 
of Eden.   
 
God takes the initiative to prepare for Himself a dwelling place and banquet table.  He can, 
should He so choose, use other indirect means of accomplishing His purpose.  But He is the 
first actor and initiator of the event. 
 



 

 

2 

His presence in a fallen world continues to confront the recipient with one of two choices.  
They can either receive Him as the King of glory or dismiss Him as nothing more than what 
they already have.   
 
Those who are whole need not a physician, but those who are sick.  The Lord did not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.  It isn’t that the whole need not the physician.  It 
is they do not recognize their need of the physician.  Jesus is the great physician who heals the 
hearts of humanity.  Dismiss Him should you choose, but who He is and what He does cannot 
and will not be altered by the likes of you and me. 
 
This brings us to our present text and its placement as the igniter of Passion Week.  In 
Matthew’s account of our Lord’s life His visitation to Jerusalem is not mentioned until 
Matthew 21.  Up to this point in time people come from Jerusalem, the priests come from 
Jerusalem, but Jesus does not go to Jerusalem.  There is enormous build up in Matthew’s 
account.  I believe it is safe to assume Jesus went to Jerusalem for the keeping of Jewish Feast 
days, but apart from this nothing is said in Matthew’s Gospel.   
 

“This entry into Jerusalem has been termed the triumph of Christ. It was indeed the 
triumph of humility over pride and worldly grandeur; of poverty over affluence; and of 
meekness and gentleness over rage and malice. He is coming now meek, full of 
kindness and compassion to those who were plotting his destruction!  He comes to 
deliver up himself into their hands; their king comes to be murdered by his subjects, 
and to make his death a ransom price for their souls!” 

 
We now come to this moment in the Story.  For us to understand the Story we will consider 
several primary ideas.   
 
Outline: 
 
There are three significant features to this story that will enable us to understand the import of 
this moment as we are led to the cross.   
 

I. The historical context for Palm Sunday (vv. 1-7) 
 
On the Sunday before His death on the cross, Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem. Great 
multitudes of people took palm branches and went out to meet Him, while crying out 
"Hosanna! 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!' The king of Israel!" (John 12:12-
13). In order to fully understand this passage, we must realize how excited the crowd was. 
They had come to Jerusalem for the Passover, and along the way had heard about Lazarus, 
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 
 
National feelings were always high during Jewish feast days. On this occasion the crowds 
were like dry kindling, ready to blaze up.  
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A. The Passover; the Exodus 
 

“Passover is one of the most widely celebrated Jewish holidays and commemorates the 
biblical story of Exodus, when Hebrew slaves were released from bondage in Egypt.  
Every year, Jews are commanded to retell the Passover story.” 
 
“It is during Passover that the population of Jerusalem multiplies significantly. 
Estimates are that approximately 30,000 Jews normally lived in Jerusalem, but that 
during the Passover, exaggerated estimates run into the millions. More realistic 
estimates approximate somewhere around 180,000 people.  Four to six times the 
population of this city have gathered there to observe Passover, camping all around 
Jerusalem. You can imagine the excitement that surges through the pilgrims who have 
come from afar for the Passover, learning that Jesus is there, and that He has recently 
raised a man from the dead!” 

 
The Jewish nation is thinking deliverance and freedom. 
 

“The significance of Jesus riding a donkey and having his way paved with palm 
branches is a fulfillment of a prophecy spoken by the prophet Zechariah (Zechariah 9:9). 
In biblical times, the regional custom called for kings and nobles arriving in procession 
to ride on the back of a donkey. The donkey was a symbol of peace; those who rode 
upon them proclaimed peaceful intentions. The laying of palm branches indicated that 
the king or dignitary was arriving in victory or triumph.” 

 
B. The Romans 

 
To help us further appreciate our Lord's triumphal entry into Jerusalem, let us notice 
how a victorious Roman general would receive an official "triumph" parade upon his 
return to Rome. The procession formed outside the city, at whose borders the general 
and his troops were required to lay down their arms. Trumpeters led the march; after 
them came towers or floats representing the captured cities, and pictures showing the 
exploits of the victors; then wagons rumbled by, heavy with gold, silver, works of art, 
and other spoils. It was a ceremony well designed to stir military ambition and reward 
military effort; for man's vanity yields only to hunger and love."  
 
“Look for a moment at the Triumphal Entry of Jesus as a Roman would have looked at 
it. Has it ever occurred to you that it was a very remarkable thing that the Roman 
officials did not interfere with this demonstration?  Why not? Because the whole thing 
was so utterly and absolutely contemptible. Some old soldier who had seen such an 
entry into Rome would look at this entry characterized by old clothes, broken trees, 
unarmed peasant folk, and would have held it in supreme contempt. It was just a mob; 
unorganized, shouting, tearing branches from trees and casting them in the way, taking 
their garments off and putting them across the back of the colt upon which a man rode. 
A man riding upon old clothes, in the midst of broken trees, [and] surrounded by a 
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shouting mob. That would have been the Roman outlook upon the whole scene: 
Grotesque!”  

 
II. What God does (vv. 8-13) 

 
A. He comes (vv. 8-11) 

 
Notice the symbolism of the shadow.  God once more walks in the cool of the day and finds a 
people hiding in the clutter of shadow.  They have sold themselves to the trinkets of this 
world.  The have made a place of worship and prayer and place of commerce and exploitation.  
The message of deliverance has become a tool for abuse and maltreatment.  There is only one 
correction to the degradation. 
 

1. Notice the manner in which He came – riding on a donkey (v. 7) 
 

2. Notice the behavior of the multitude (vv. 8-11) 
 

a. Consider what they did (v. 8) 
 

“Some “paved” the road with their garments; others with layers of leaves, at least some 
of which were from palm trees (Jn. 12:13), hence the expression “Palm Sunday.” 
Spreading garments before a dignitary was a symbol of submission (see 2 Kgs. 9:13). 
Palm branches were employed also as token of victory (Suetonius, Caligula, 32). Some 
Jewish coins from the first century had palm leaf engravings with the accompanying 
inscription, “the redemption of Zion.” Note the “palm” symbolism that is portrayed in 
the book of Revelation (7:9). The Jewish disciples doubtless were expressing the hope 
that Jesus would be the one to lead them to victory over their oppressor (Rome).” 

 
b. Consider what they said (vv. 9-11) 

 
1a. the multitude shouted Hosanna to the Son of David (vv. 9, 15). 
2b. the religious establishment became indignant (v. 15) 
 

Notice how verse 15 reads, “The chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He 
had done.”  It is the only time this word occurs in Matthew’s Gospel.  It means miraculous.  
They saw it and still refused to believe. 
 

B. He cleanses (vv. 12, 13) 
 
Like Genesis 3:24, God drives His people from His Garden, His Temple, His presence.  Oh 
how said is the Story if left here; but God . . . . 
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C. He corrects (vv. 14-17) 
 
Jesus does what He set out to do.  He thoroughly straightens the crooked.  We saw this from 
last week’s study of Matthew’s Gospel and Luke 4:18, 19.  Jesus forgives an infinite debt, frees 
the imprisoned and adopts children into His family. 
 

III. What we must do 
 
The contrast is present in verse 15. 
 
Why do we wait until it all falls apart?  Why will we not come before the storm?  Today let us 
“look to Jesus” and let us “look for the better country whose architect and builder is God.” 
 
It is appropriate for such an event to take place.  Every encounter with the Story bends our 
knees and bows our heads.  God’s condescension is humiliation and humbling.  The 
undeserving and unlovable are received.  He has made every necessary preparation for His 
people to come and dine.  The invitation is open and the host stands warmly at the door to 
receive any who come.  Now it is for us to come.  Feel the warmth of the moment and with all 
who have, let us also come and dine. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. Do you know Him? 
2. “COME” MY FRIENDS AND “DINE 


